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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We pay our respects to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ancestors of 
this land, their spirits and their legacy. Our First Nations peoples give strength, 

inspiration and courage to current and future generations of Queenslanders, 
both Indigenous and non-Indigenous.
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Netball Queensland’s Reconciliation Action Plan was 
launched in April 2022.

As stated by Reconciliation Australia … “at its heart, 
reconciliation is about strengthening relationships 
between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
and non-Indigenous peoples, for the benefit of all 
Australians.” 

Netball Queensland’s Reconciliation Action Plan is an 
important step along our cultural journey. 

Through our RAP, Netball Queensland has formalised our 
commitment to reconciliation by embedding a framework 
to turn our intentions into practical, meaningful actions 
and outcomes. 

Our organisation will hold itself accountable to the 
commitments outlined in our RAP.  We hope to be an 
inspirational example and support to others who may be 
contemplating a RAP as part of their cultural journey. 

RECONCILIATION 
ACTION PLAN

THE FUTURE
REIGNITED. HEALING SMOKE, UNITING FLAMES

ARTIST RACHAEL SARRA (Goreng Goreng)

FIND OUR RAP ON THE NETBALL 
QUEENSLAND WEBSITE.
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OUR 
VALUES
We have a values driven culture of excellence based on trust.

COLLABORA       IVET
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CHAIR & CEO 
REPORT

As the disruptions of the COVID-19 pandemic abated, new challenges were faced by 
the netball community with southern Queensland ravaged by multiple floods in the 
early months of 2022.  It was a difficult time for many, but the resilience of the netball 
community has shone through.

There was also significant change at Netball Queensland (NQ) with Kate Davies appointed 
Chief Executive Officer in January.

Already, Kate has overseen a renewal of the organisation’s leadership structure including 
the addition of Jane Henry to the Executive Leadership Team and Cara Wennerbom’s 
election to the NQ Board.

Over the past 12 months, NQ has increased its workforce in the regions with a focus on 
strengthening relationships with our stakeholders and the wider netball community to 
support the growth of our game across the state.

Acknowledgment and involvement of our life members has increased with Life 
Membership reinstated in the Constitution and connections enhanced through regular 
morning tea events.

The links to our history will strengthen as we establish a History and Traditions Advisory 
Group whilst the future is in good hands thanks to the inaugural Youth Advisory Group, 
who volunteered a combined 720 hours as NQ Youth Ambassadors in 2022.

The two Leaders Conferences held was an incredible opportunity to connect with our 
community leaders and the 2022 NQ Community Awards celebrated the significant 
achievements and wins across our sport in the past year.

Our commitment to inclusion continued with several initiatives delivered throughout 
the year, including the expansion of our First Nations Diamond Spirit program, with the 
support of a $1.5 million Safer Communities Grant from the Federal Government as well as 
the adoption of our inclusive uniforms policy.

We also proudly launched our Reconciliation Action Plan and unveiled a unique 
First Nations dress for the Queensland Firebirds during their SSN season. There was 
the introduction of a Pride Round in the 2022 HART Sapphire Series and a Pride 
match between the Queensland Firebirds and the Collingwood Magpies during their 
SSN campaign.

NQ’s Membership By-law and Constitution were both reviewed and updated, giving clarity 
to our members and presenting a warmer, more compelling case and simplified process for 
prospective members.

Leave Policies for NQ staff were updated including the introduction of paid parental leave, 
domestic and family violence leave, cultural and ceremonial leave and substitution for 26 
January leave. 

Our sport had four nominations at the 2022 QSport Awards; Gretel Bueta (Sports Star 
of the Year), Katie Mangan (Queensland Sport Volunteer of the Year), Caroline Stevens 
(Queensland Sport Officiator of the Year) and the Vicki Wilson Championship (Queensland 
Sport Event of the Year).

Firebirds great and Queensland netball icon Laura Geitz was inducted into the Queensland 
Sports Hall of Fame and we had the chance to celebrate the service given to Queensland 
netball by Firebirds’ legends Gabi Simpson (10 years) and Romelda Aiken-George (15 
years) at our annual Gala dinner.

Regional communities were provided with the opportunity to connect and engage with 
the Firebirds through the delivery of the Aurizon Regional Facility visits and the Suncorp 
Regional Tours program. The Firebirds travelled to Mackay in November to compete in the 
inaugural Suncorp Spirit Cup against the Sunshine Coast Lightning, combining the match 
with several community events.

Gretel Bueta led Australia to glory in both the Quad Series in England and at August’s 
Commonwealth Games in Birmingham.

Two other Firebirds would represent the Diamonds in 2022 in Ruby Bakewell-Doran and 
Donnell Wallam, whose rookie season culminated in her being named the Australian 
Institute of Sport’s Emerging Athlete of the Year and the SSN Rookie of the Year.

After narrowly missing a finals berth in 2022, the Firebirds will be led by new Head Coach, 
former Firebirds premiership (2015) and Australian Diamonds player, Rebecca Bulley with 
ex-England international Sara Francis-Bayman appointed as Assistant Coach.

The Queensland Sapphires claimed bronze at the Australian Netball Championships, whilst 
our 19U and 17U squads played in May’s National Netball Championships in Hobart, with 
the 17U team winning bronze.

Ian Fullagar 
Chair 

Kate Davies 
Chief Executive Officer
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New staff and government funding has strengthened our workforce and operational capabilities, while Netball Connect and 
the introduction of a Member Toolbox have enhanced access to additional support and resources for the NQ community.

Total netball participation grew to 127,600 in 2022. This consisted of registered players, camps, clinics, school programs 
and an army of netball volunteers.  

We ran our Netball United marketing campaign, partnered with tele-health mental health service provider White Cloud 
Foundation and our NQ and Firebirds partnership portfolio delivered significant commercial investment into our game.

We’d like to sincerely thank and acknowledge Aurizon, University of Queensland, Suncorp, HART Sport, Nissan, Health and 
Wellbeing Queensland, AV Jennings, Origin, Woolworths, Demi International, Valour, RHP Physiotherapy, CMS Australia, 
Blackbook.ai, HCF, Lion Co, Coca Cola, Mizuno, Deadly Choices and LeGassick for their incredible support, and welcome 
Court Craft and CPR Group as official suppliers.

Our home, Nissan Arena, delivered 35 major events including seven Firebirds’ matches and 20 Brisbane Bullets’ fixtures, 
four major boxing events, the Harlem Globetrotters and three cheerleading events (across six days).

Community court utilisation reached 79 per cent for the year with a record attendance of 400,880.

A big thank you to all our venue hirers, contractors and patrons who attended Nissan Arena in 2022.

We also acknowledge, thank and recognise the efforts of the NQ Board, sub-committees, advisory groups, staff and 
volunteers involved in netball.  The support and guidance provided by these volunteer roles is invaluable in helping NQ 
achieve our strategic initiatives and purpose. 

2023 marks the start of an exciting era for the sport with the launch of NQ’s new Strategic Plan (2023-2025). The plan 
outlines the choices Netball Queensland is going to make over the coming three years as the organisation strives toward 
our vision of being the most played and supported sport in Queensland.  
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STRATEGIC  
PILLARS
FIVE
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LEAD 
THE GAME
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Netball Queensland’s commitment to strengthen values-
based leadership through all levels of our sport continued 
in 2022.

The election of Cara Wennerbom to the Board of Directors 
in April was a major step towards achieving our goals with 
this commitment.

As well as her experience in netball as a player, parent 
and A-Badge umpire, Wennerbom brings to the board her 
skills from a successful career as a chartered accountant 
and Chief Financial Officer.

Having been the 2020 Netball Queensland Community 
Official of the Year, Cara’s contribution at the Board level 
aligns with our commitment to promote best practice 
governance through skills-based board composition.

Our aim to bring our organisational values to life through 
supporting leaders at all levels in policy and practice was 
highlighted with the finalisation and implementation of 
our values and behaviours document.

Employee performance reviews and career development 
plans were also conducted with staff at the end of 2022.

The Diamond Spirit program was bolstered through 
partnership with Health & Wellbeing Queensland and the 
program’s future was secured though $1.5m million in 
funding over three years (out to 2023-24) through the 
Federal Government’s Safer Communities Grant.

Diamond Spirit’s three pillars of Engage, Empower and 
Educate led to 940 participants being reached through 
remote community visits to communities in Aurukun, 
Mapoon, Napranum and Weipa while 90 and 80 students 
were engaged respectively at the Bremer State High 
School and Cairns State High School Education hubs.

A leadership camp was also delivered to 15 students 
including four from Netball NT while 40 students 
participated in a cultural camp as part of the program.

We are also continuing to progress, improve and expand 
the Netball Connect platform. In 2022 the platform 
processed more than $14,000,000 in transactions for 
clubs and associations, providing a safe and reliable 
registration experience for the netball community and 
reducing the burden on volunteer administrators. The 
Netball Connect app had more than 100,000 active users 
including friends and family of netballers who were able 
to follow their loved ones on match day through the live 
scoring function both at the venue and from afar.

2022 also featured not one, but two Leaders 
Conference gatherings.

Our first conference in March featured presentations from 
Netball Queensland’s official people partner Joydeep Hor 
from People & Culture Strategies, Associate Professor 
Stephen Bird and Australian Diamonds Head Coach 
Stacey Marinkovich. The conference attracted 143 
attendees over two days. 

In October we held a Leaders Conference-Lite at Nissan 
Arena which was attended by 121 members of the netball 
community, including staff and directors.

Highlights of October’s event included an NQ Financial 
Update, keynote speaker and former Australian Cricket 
Captain Belinda Clark AO sharing her record-breaking 
experiences on and off the field and a presentation from 
new official supplier Court Craft.

It was also a chance to reveal our strategic plan for 
2023-25 to member associations and netball community 
stakeholders, outlining the pathway to achieving the 
vision of making netball the most played and supported 
sport in Queensland.

Netball Queensland’s inaugural Youth Advisory Group 
also played a big role in 2022, with the cohort of 
members volunteering a combined 720 hours in their 
roles as NQ youth ambassadors.

Our relationships with partners grew with a series 
of Suncorp Regional Tours, which engaged regional 
communities directly with Queensland Firebirds players, 
while the University of Queensland extended their existing 
relationship with a new four-year deal.

There was also the addition of Valour as a new apparel 
partner with a three-year deal.

2022 was a strong year for Netball Queensland financially 
after two up and down years during the COVID-19 
impacted 2020 and 2021. The organisation recorded a 
profit earnings of $285,590 before interest, taxation, 
depreciation and amortisation (EBITDA).

Pleasingly, total company revenue and other income was 
up over $3M in 2022 to $14.95M, an increase of just over 
20% on the prior year. 

Revenue growth was predominantly in the following 
areas: sponsorship ($1M), Venue ($840K) and Grants 
($681K) which accounted for 81% of total revenue 
growth in 2022.

Expenditure before depreciation was $14.67M, an 
increase of 12.5% on 2021, which demonstrated good 
management and a stabilisation of the company’s 
cost base when factoring in the revenue growth of the 
organisation and the prior year loss (circa $1M at EBITDA 
in 2021). 

Staffing costs, always the company’s largest expense 
not unlike most state sporting organisations, were 46% 
of revenue in comparison to 50.6% the year prior which 
compares well in benchmarking across other state 
netball organisations. 

From a balance sheet perspective, the company was 
cash flow positive in the amount of $560K in 2022 
($500K cash flow positive in 2021), with a year-end cash 
reserves balance of just under $5M. The cash reserves 
of the company have improved considerably in the last 
five years and as per the 2023-2025 Strategic Plan the 
organisation will be evaluating opportunities to establish 
a future fund or other investments. 

Working capital and net assets of the organisation are 
stable at $2.8M and $3.7M respectively.
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NQ 
AWARDS

Spirit of Netball  
Katie Mangan (Nanango and District Netball Association)

Community Coach of the Year  
Meegan Livingstone (Flinders Netball Club)

Official of the Year  
Kodie Kuskopf (Mount Isa Amateur Netball Association)

Performance Official of the Year  
Dianne Fawcett

Teacher of the Year  
Deanne Hamilton (Canterbury College)

Spirit of Netball (Youth)  
Emma Frohmuller (Caloundra District Netball Association)

Inclusion in Netball  
Nicole Robinson (Darling Downs Netball Association)

Community Innovation 
Diane Harner (Raiders All Stars Netball Club/ 
Downey Park Netball Association)

Woolworths NetSetGO Centre of the Year 
Nanango and District Netball Association

Netball School of the Year 
Glenala State High School

Community Organisation of the Year  
(more than 500 people) 
Western Districts Netball Association

Community Organisation of the Year  
(less than 500 people) 
Sarina and District Netball Association

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2022 NETBALL QUEENSLAND AWARD WINNERS
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OUR 2022
MEMBERS

Kingaroy Netball Association
Laidley & Districts Netball 
Association
Lockyer Valley Netball Association
Logan City Netball Association
Longreach Netball Association
MacGregor Netball Association
Mackay Netball Association
Maleny Netball Association
Maranoa Netball Association
Mareeba Netball Association
Maryborough Netball Association
Metropolitan Districts Netball 
Association
Middlemount Netball Association
Monto Netball Association
Moranbah Netball Association
Mount Isa Amateur Netball 
Association
Mundubbera Netball Association
Murwillumbah Netball Association
Nambour & Districts Netball 
Association
Nanango & District Netball 
Association
Noosa District Netball Association
Northern Gold Coast Netball 
Association
Pimpama United Netball 
Association
Pine Rivers Netball Association
Queensland Catholic Netball 
Association
Redcliffe Leagues Netball 
Association

Redlands Netball Association
Rockhampton Netball Association
Sarina & District Netball Association
South Coast Netball Association
Southport Carrara Netball 
Association
Stanthorpe Netball Association
Sunshine Coast Netball Association
Sunshine State Men’s and Mixed 
Netball Association (QLD Suns)
Tableland Netball Association
Toowoomba Netball Association
Townsville City Netball Association
Tully Netball Association
Tweed Netball Association
Underwood Park Netball 
Association
Warwick & District Netball 
Association
Western Districts Netball 
Association
Whitsunday Netball Association 

Netball Queensland 
Community Members

Capricorn Netball
Greater Brisbane Netball League
Darling Downs Netball Association 

Netball Queensland  
Life Members

Maureen Atkins (L)
Susan Bamford (L)
June Bothwell AM (L)
Michele Buck*
Dianne Cocker (L)
Janelle Derrington (L)
Bertha Elder*
Morna Franklin (L)
Audrey Fullagar OAM*
Florence Gallagher*
Phyllis Grant*
Doris Howes*
Deirdre Hyland AM* (L)
Jan Maggacis (L)
Mavis Martin OAM*
Madonna McKenna (L)
Lana Midson (L)
Joan Pentecost* (L)
Carole Scott (L)
Annette Smith (L)
Helen Stevens *(L)
Olive Stitz*
Ivy Wallace*
Jeanette Warwick BEM* (L)
Elizabeth White (L)
Valda Williamson (L)
Doris T Wilson*
Vicki Wilson OAM (L)
Shirley Winton OAM*
Maisie Wrighton*

THANK YOU TO OUR 2022 MEMBERS FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION 
IN LEADING SPORT IN YOUR COMMUNITIES

Netball Queensland Member 
Associations

Barcaldine Netball Association
Beaudesert & District Netball 
Association
Beenleigh Netball Association
Biloela Netball Association
Blackwater Netball Association
Bowen Netball Association
Brisbane Netball Association
Bundaberg Netball Association
Burdekin Netball Association
Caboolture Netball Association
Cairns Netball Association
Caloundra District Netball 
Association

Capricorn Coast Netball Association
Charters Towers Netball Association
Chinchilla Netball Association
Clermont Netball Association
Coolum District Netball Association
Cornubia Park Netball Association
Curtis Coast Dolphins Netball 
Association
Dalby Netball Association
Douglas Netball Association
Downey Park Netball Association
Emerald Netball Association
Evelyn Netball Association
Fassifern Netball Association
Gayndah & District Netball 
Association

Gladstone Netball Association
Goodna Netball Association
Goondiwindi Netball Association
Gympie & Districts Netball 
Association
Herbert River Netball Association
Hervey Bay Netball Association
Highfields & Districts Netball 
Association
Hinterland District Netball 
Association
Hughenden Netball Association
Innisfail & District Netball 
Association
Ipswich Netball Association
Jimboomba Netball Association *Denotes deceased members

(L) Denotes Legacy Life Member
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PLAY 
THE GAME
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As the world moved on from the impact of the global 
COVID-19 pandemic, Netball Queensland continued to 
make progress on its aim of increasing participation in our 
sport from grassroots to the elite level. 

Working with our 81 Member Associations, community 
netball clubs and school partners we witnessed huge 
growth in the number of teams participating in our Junior 
State Age (12-14 years) and Senior State Age (15-17 
years) championships, particularly due to the addition of 
boys divisions and another two aged divisions for girls.

2022 was the first year we held separate State Age 
tournaments after the event reached capacity in 2021, 
marking another successful measure in our strategic plan.

We also increased the number of first-time participants 
at both Junior and Senior State Age level while there 
was a greater involvement from smaller and regional 
associations including an interstate representation from 
the Darwin Netball Association.

Congratulations to Pine Rivers Netball Association and 
the Hinterland District Netball Association for their 
successful hosting of these two events.

Similarly the number of schools competing in the Vicki 
Wilson preliminary rounds increased to 502 teams from 
466 in 2021, with the introduction of a development 
division in all preliminary rounds enabling schools who 
wouldn’t normally enter the competition a chance to 
participate.

The introduction of a boys’ division in all preliminary 
rounds played a key role in this growth, with 66 of the 
502 teams being boys’ teams and boys’ finals running 
alongside girls’ finals at Nissan Arena as one competition 
at the Vicki Wilson Championships in August.

For the first time, the series also featured First Nations’ 
teams in the Year 7 to 9 and Year 10 to 12 divisions drawn 
from players who were selected from schools which had 
not made the finals, giving First Nations’ athletes extra 
opportunity to compete at the highest level in school 
netball in Queensland.

The Championships were livestreamed with Townsville’s 
Ignatius Park College winning the boys’ open division, 
while Waterford’s Canterbury College won both the Shield 
and Cup competitions.

In September the Origin Energy Primary Schools Cup 
was hosted by the Bundaberg Netball Association with 
support from the Bundaberg Regional Council.

A total of 540 athletes from Years 4 to 6 competed with 
Gold Coast-based Somerset College claiming gold after 
two sun-soaked days of action.

After being heavily restricted in opportunities due to 
COVID-19 in 2021, a total of 1620 participants were 
involved in Netball Queensland camps and clinics 
in 2022.

Camps were held across the state including in Mount Isa, 
Bowen, Bundaberg, Emerald and Mackay.

Total participation for 2022 was 127,000 including 
85,032 registered members, up from a Covid-impacted 
54,878 in 2021. Participation of Boys and Men continued 
to grow in 2022 with 2894 registered members and a 
boys division at both Junior and Senior Nissan State Age 
for the first time.

Senior Nissan Stage Age (15-17 years)

Championship Association 
Queensland Catholic Netball Association
NQ Performance Award 
Highfields and District Netball Association

Junior Nissan State Age (12-14 years)

Championship Association 
Metropolitan Districts Netball Association 
NQ Performance Award 
Queensland Catholic Netball Association

Origin Energy Vicki Wilson  
Championship and Boys Open

Cup Winners
Canterbury College 
Shield Winners
Canterbury College
Boys Winners
Ignatius Park College 

Origin Energy Primary Schools Cup

Winners
Somerset College 
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KEY ACHIEVEMENTS

66 BOYS 
TEAMS
COMPETING IN THE 
VICKI WILSON CUP

19 REGIONAL COMMUNITY 
CLINICS ACROSS 
16 REGIONAL 
COMMUNITY VISITS

185 SESSIONS DELIVERED 
TO 13,077 STUDENTS
 THROUGH SPORTING SCHOOLS PROGRAMS

PARTICIPATED IN CAPABILITY BUILDING SESSIONS

YOUTH ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS

127,600 
TOTAL PARTICIPATION

COMPETING IN VICKI WILSON  
CUP PRELIMINARY ROUNDS

$1.8m 
TOTAL 
GOVERNMENT 
FUNDING

1200  
PARTICIPANTS IN  

DIAMOND SPIRIT PROGRAM

LAUNCHED 
‘REFLECT’ 

RECONCILIATION 
ACTION PLAN 65,807 UNIQUE

BROADCAST VIEWS

340
PARTICIPANTS
ATTENDED INCLUSION 

GALA DAYS

502 TEAMS

276 VOLUNTEERS

12
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7
SUNCORP SUPER NETBALL 
GAMES AT NISSAN ARENA

35
MAJOR EVENTS HOSTED  

AT NISSAN ARENA

24,081
ATTEND SUNCORP SUPER 

NETBALL GAMES AT  
NISSAN ARENA (8% ON 2021)

1.15m+
TOTAL VISITORS TO NISSAN 

ARENA SINCE OPENING 
in 2019

400,880
TOTAL ATTENDANCE  
AT NISSAN ARENA  
(+23% on 2021). 

179,000+
OF TOTAL ATTENDANCE  

FOR COMMUNITY EVENTS

36,924
HOURS OF ACTIVITY  
AT NISSAN ARENA

340
OPERATIONAL DAYS  

IN A YEAR

$2.9m
REVENUE GENERATED  

BY NISSAN ARENA

10
UTILISATION OF NISSAN 

ARENA BY 10 DIFFERENT 
SPORTS
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UNITE 
THE GAME

NETBALL QUEENSLAND ANNUAL REPORT | 2022

20



The Netball Queensland community has benefitted immensely in 2022 with the strengthening of our workforce and delivery 
network through new staff and government funding, while technology solutions such as Netball Connect and the newly-
announced Member Toolbox provide access to additional support and resources.

Federal Government investment in the Safer Communities program has enabled NQ to establish a stronger regional 
presence and provide direct support to First Nations communities and aspiring netballers alike.

The Diamond Spirit program particularly benefitted, with extra funding granted to target an estimated 300 female high-risk 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth – aiding NQ’s commitment to growing First Nations representation at all levels of 
the sport.

Elsewhere State Government funding allowed NQ to deliver essential development opportunities to the netball community 
in Queensland as well as the staging of significant events such as the Nissan Senior State Age Titles.

State Government investment also created an opportunity for stronger connections with schools in Queensland and has 
allowed NQ to strengthen the pathway for young athletes from school competition into club and association netball.

Local Government funding from the Mackay Regional Council supported our visit in November for the Suncorp Spirit Cup 
and included community events such as the ‘Night with the Firebirds’ function and a community clinic.

Bundaberg Regional Council also provided support for the 2022 Primary Schools Cup event.

The Netball Connect registration and competition management platform continued to develop a stronger connection with 
our community, with capabilities growing throughout the year.

By working closely with Netball Connect developers World Sport Action we have further improved the platform to better 
suit the needs of our members.

NQ also announced at October’s Leaders Conference-Lite in Brisbane the creation of an online Member Toolbox giving 
associations and clubs access to digital assets, education materials and other resources including information from our 
Official Suppliers such as Court Craft.

Access to the toolbox is aimed at helping clubs be thriving, vibrant and safe and will allow NQ to deliver tailored 
development opportunities in areas such as governance, member protection, coaching and volunteer management. 

The past year has also included a review of NQ’s Membership By-law and Constitution following a 2021 judgement by the 
Supreme Court and the need to modernise both documents.

This review led to an updated Constitution in compliance with the Supreme Court judgement, providing clarity to members, 
while updated Membership By-laws present a warmer and more compelling case for NQ members.

The updates also simplify the membership process for prospective members.

Netball Queensland and the Queensland Firebirds partnership portfolio continued to deliver significant commercial 
investment into our game.

Our 2022 Netball Queensland and Queensland Firebirds partners were Aurizon, University of Queensland, Suncorp, 
HART Sport, Nissan, Health and Wellbeing Queensland, AV Jennings, Origin, Woolworths, Demi International, Valour, RHP 
Physiotherapy, CMS Australia, Blackbook.ai, HCF, Lion Co, Coca Cola, Mizuno, Deadly Choices and Le Gassick.

We also added Court Craft and CPR Group as an official supplier and our partners are committed and engaged with the 
netball community from grassroots to the Arena.

We will continue to work with our partners to entertain, engage and enrich people’s lives through netball simultaneously 
demonstrating the inherent value and successful delivery of our commercial partners objectives and obligations.
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EXCEL 
AT THE GAME
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Queensland Firebird Gretel Bueta epitomised the status of Netball Queensland’s elite players as inspirational heroes, 
establishing herself as the leading goal attack in the world in her first full campaign following the birth of son Bobby.

Bueta was named player of the tournament in her Australian Diamonds return for January’s Quad Series in England before a 
stellar Suncorp Super Netball (SSN) season with the Firebirds which included reaching her 100-game milestone.

The sporting super-mum then featured in all seven of the Diamonds’ matches on their path to gold at the 2022 
Commonwealth Games in Birmingham.

Bueta was joined in England by Firebirds teammates Donnell Wallam and Ruby Bakewell-Doran, whose SSN performances 
led to them being named training partners for the Games squad.

Bakewell-Doran would go on to debut for Australia in the Constellation Cup series against New Zealand before Wallam 
capped a huge year with her own international debut against England, where she came off the bench to score a match-
winning goal in thrilling circumstances.

Wallam, who made her SSN debut in 2022 after being signed by the Firebirds in January as a replacement player, would go 
on to claim the SSN Rookie of the Year prize at the Australian Netball Awards as well as being named Emerging Athlete of 
the Year at the AIS Sport Performance Awards.

Overall the Firebirds finished sixth in the 2022 SSN season, narrowly missing out on finals, with Bueta claiming a second 
Laura Geitz Medal as the club’s most valuable player at the annual gala dinner.

Gabi Simpson was named the Firebirds’ Players’ Player of the Year while Mia Stower won the Firebirds Spirit Award.

Bakewell-Doran’s breakthrough season was also acknowledged with the Members’ Player of the Year award.

Off the court the Firebirds set the standard with all athletes and employed coaches provided with Personal Development 
Plans and the establishment of a specific Athlete Wellbeing & Engagement role, with expectations high for further 
improvement under new Head Coach Bec Bulley in 2023.

The Queensland Sapphires competed in the Australian Netball Championships in Victoria and claimed a bronze medal 
under the leadership of Head Coach Katie Walker, with players Charlie Bell and Leesa Mi Mi named in the squad for an 
Australian Under-21 training camp in Canberra after the tournament.

Queensland also claimed bronze in the 17 and Under division at the National Netball Championships in Tasmania with the 
19U squad finishing fifth.

After a two-year hiatus due to the COVID pandemic, the Marie Little OAM Shield returned with the Queensland Gems 
finishing fifth in the tournament in Sydney in November, winning three of their seven matches.

There was also acknowledgement for Queensland’s umpiring pathway with Claire Kleinschmidt named in the training and 
development squad for the 2023 SSN umpires and officials squad.

The ACU Brisbane North Cougars completed a historic three-peat in the HART Sapphire Series, which will feature the 
reintroduction of the Bond University Bull Sharks in 2023, while Carina Leagues Club Tigers won their third Ruby Series 
premiership in four years.

A total of five players from the HART Sapphire Series have been elevated to SSN contracts for the 2023 season, in a clear 
sign of the success of Netball Queensland’s elite pathway.
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2022 AUSTRALIAN DIAMONDS

Ruby Bakewell-Doran
Gretel Bueta
Donnell Wallam

AUSTRALIAN NETBALL AWARDS

Suncorp Super Netball Team of the Year –  
Gretel Bueta, Goal Attack
Suncorp Super Netball Rookie of the Year –  
Donnell Wallam

AIS SPORTS PERFORMANCE AWARDS

Emerging Athlete of the Year – Donnell Wallam

2022 QUEENSLAND FIREBIRDS  
ROSTER & TRAINING PARTNERS (TP):

Kim Ravaillion (Captain)
Lara Dunkley (Vice Captain)
Ruby Bakewell-Doran
Gretel Bueta
Kim Jenner
Jemma Mi Mi
Gabi Simpson
Mia Stower
Eboni Usoro-Brown
Donnell Wallam – Replacement player contract
Romelda-Aiken George – pregnancy leave
(TP) Charlie Bell
(TP) Macy Gardner 
(TP) Ashleigh Ervin
(TP) Hulita Veve

2022 HIGH PERFORMANCE STAFF

General Manager of Queensland Firebirds & Elite 
Pathways – Brynley Abad
Head Coach – Megan Anderson  
Assistant Coach – Clare Ferguson  
Assistant Coach – Katie Walker  
Operations Manager – Belinda Stickney  
Head of Performance – Georgia Black  
Performance Analyst – Justin Weise  
Athlete Wellbeing and Engagement – Sharyn Donaghy

2022 QUEENSLAND FIREBIRDS’  
AWARD WINNERS

Laura Geitz Medal (2022 MVP) sponsored by LeGassick – 
Gretel Bueta
Players’ Player of the Year – Gabi Simpson 
Queensland Firebirds’ Spirit Award – Mia Stower
Queensland Firebirds’ Members Player of the Year –  
Ruby Bakewell-Doran 
Volunteer of the Year sponsored by Coca-Cola –  
Amy Culley    
Milestone Recognition Awards – Gretel Bueta  
(100 games) & Jemma Mi Mi (50 games)

QUEENSLAND FIREBIRDS SEASON 2022  

Round 1  V Vixens  Home  LOST 65-70 
Round 2  V Lightning   Away  WON 82 - 54 
Round 3  V Fever  Home  LOST 69 - 77 
Round 4  V Giants  Away  WON 72-59 
Round 5  V Thunderbirds  Home  WON 60 - 50 
Round 6  V Magpies  Home  LOST 59 - 67 
Round 7  V Swifts  Home  WON 73 - 60 
Round 8  V Vixens  Away   LOST 64-66 
Round 9  V Collingwood  Away  LOST 67-71 
Round 10  V Thunderbirds  Away  LOST 55-68 
Round 11  V Lightning   Home  LOST 61-82 
Round 12  V Fever  Away   WON 72 - 68 
Round 13  V Giants  Home   LOST 72 - 73 
Round 14  V Swifts  Away   LOST 61-63 
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2022 QUEENSLAND SAPPHIRES  
SQUAD & TRAINING PARTNERS (TP):

Hulita Veve (Captain) – QUT Netball
Mia Stower (Co-Vice Captain) – ACU Brisbane North 
Cougars 
Macy Gardner (Co-Vice Captain) – ACU Brisbane North 
Cougars 
Charlie Bell – ACU Brisbane North Cougars 
Rylee Burns – ACU Brisbane North Cougars 
Olivia Dijkstra – Gold Coast Titans 
Ashleigh Ervin – USQ Jets 
Remi Kamo – ACU Brisbane North Cougars 
Leesa Mi Mi – ACU Brisbane North Cougars
Maddi Ridley* – USQ Jets
Isabelle Shearer – QUT Netball
Danielle Taylor – QUT Netball
Lia Woolnough – ACU Brisbane North Cougars 
(TP) Maddie Grant – QUT Netball
(TP) Michaela Kadlecek – Northern Mendi Rays
(TP) Jessie Laga’aia – USQ Jets
(TP) Elsa Sif Sandholt – USQ Jets
Head Coach – Katie Walker
Assistant Coach – Simone Nalatu
Manager – Ashley Ngauamo
Physiotherapist – Mal Fayers
Performance Analyst – Justin Weise
Performance S&C – Georgia Black

2022 QUEENSLAND SAPPHIRES (21U) 
NATIONAL TALENT IDENTIFICATION & AIS 
YOUTH SQUAD

Charlie Bell
Leesa Mi Mi
Ashleigh Ervin – AIS Camp Invitee
Macy Gardner – AIS Camp Invitee

2022 QUEENSLAND 19U  
TEAM & TRAINING PARTNERS (TP):

Ashleigh Ervin (Captain) –Bond University Bullsharks
Ava Black (Vice Captain) –Bond University Bullsharks
Rianah Childs –Carina Leagues Club Tigers 
Poppy Gatfield – USC  Thunder
Sarah Harris – USC Thunder
Larika Malagaoma – ACU Brisbane North Cougars 
Lily McClure* – USC Thunder 
Estel Mocelutu – Northern Mendi Rays 
Lillyana Rennie – Brisbane South Wildcats
Georgina Roy – ACU Brisbane North Cougars 
Elsa Sif Sandholt – Bond University Bullsharks
Isabelle Shearer – ACU Brisbane North Cougars 
Naomi Solomona – USQ Jets
(TP) Kiara Condon – USQ Jets
(TP) Erin Joyce – Carina Leagues Club Tigers
(TP) Hayley McGruther – QUT Netball
Head Coach – Simone Nalatu
Assistant Coach – Joanne Morgan
Manager – Ashley Ngauamo
Physiotherapist – Mal Fayers
Performance Analyst – Lily Maw

2022 19U NATIONAL TALENT 
IDENTIFICATION & YOUTH SQUAD

Ava Black
Ashleigh Ervin
Lillyana Rennie
Elsa Sif Sandholt
Isabelle Shearer

2022 19U AWARD WINNERS

19U Players’ Player of the Year – Ashleigh Ervin
19U 2022 MVP – Lillyana Rennie
19U Judy Sampson Memorial Trophy – Isabelle Shearer

2022 QUEENSLAND 17U  
TEAM & TRAINING PARTNERS (TP):

Darcie Davies (Captain) – Bond University Bullsharks
Jayden Molo (Vice Captain) – ACU Brisbane North 
Cougars
Baylee Boyd* – USC Thunder
Tia Crombie – Carina Leagues Club Tigers 
Jada Delaney – USC Thunder
Sophia Dobson – Carina Leagues Club Tigers
Tahlia Evans – Bond University Bullsharks
Talitah Faifai – Bond University Bullsharks
Gemma Hutchings – ACU Brisbane North Cougars
Ocean Karekare – USQ Jets
Dakota Newson – QUT Netball
Kirsten-Lupe Tanielu – USQ Jets
Kaylin van Greunen – Barastoc Panthers
(TP) Grace Gabriel – Capricorn Claws 
(TP) Yasmin Mayall – USC Thunder 

(TP) Gypsy McCormack – USC Thunder
Head Coach – Rebecca Stower
Assistant Coach – Amanda Kelly
Manager – Kim Boland
Physiotherapist – Talia Yarden
Performance Analyst – Tamika Dreyer 

2022 17U NATIONAL TALENT 
IDENTIFICATION 

Darcie Davies
Jada Delaney
Sophia Dobson
Talitah Faifai
Gemma Hutchings
Ocean Karekare
Jayden Molo
Kaylin van Greunen

2022 17U AWARD WINNERS 

17U Players’ Player of the Year – Darcie Davies
17U 2022 MVP – Jayden Molo

Note: Teams listed for 19U and 17U are as per the Athlete’s 2021 
Nissan State Titles registration”
*Denotes player withdrawing due to illness or injury
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2022 QUEENSLAND GEMS TEAM

Wilhemena Thaw (Co-Captain)
Lisa Lenton (Co-Captain)
Jasmine Catterall
Jennifer Collins
Mason Dare
Alice Dunkley
Zoe Gauld
Emma Mangan
Katelyn Mitchell
Lorelei Page
Olivia Page
Hanri Smith
Head Coach – Merrin McCulloch
Assistant Coach – Tanya Matthews
Team Manager – Debbie Kennedy
Development Coach – Jack Matthews
Umpire – Sally Cox

2022 SAPPHIRE AND RUBY  
UMPIRE PROGRAM

Abbey Bassingthwaighte – Downey Park Netball Association
Meggenn Birch – Queensland Catholic Netball Association
Miranda Callum – Western Districts Netball Association
Elisa Dennis – Highfields and Districts Netball Association
Karlee Farthing – Ipswich Netball Association   +
Dianne Fawcett – Western Districts Netball Association
Bridget Fletcher  – Noosa District Netball Association
Kimberley Forman  – Metropolitan Districts Netball Association
Marc Henning – Metropolitan Districts Netball Association
Miah Hickman – Darling Downs Netball 
Claire Kleinschmidt – Underwood Park Netball Association  *+†
Jessica Lakeman – Downey Park Netball Association †
Seryse Lewis – Metropolitan Districts Netball Association
Jamie Maher – Metropolitan Districts Netball Association
James Matthews – Metropolitan Districts  
Netball Association #*†
Lucy Miller – Western Districts Netball Association
Ashleigh O’Hare – Southport Carrara Netball Association
Nicola Stevens – Western Districts Netball Association
Rachel Thomas – Northern Gold Coast Netball Association
Gabrielle Ticehurst – Ipswich Netball Association
Tara Thurbon – Metropolitan Districts Netball Association
Cara Wennerbom – Metropolitan Districts Netball Association
Kelly Wood – Western Districts Netball Association

# Appointed to 2022 International Series
* Appointed to 2022 Suncorp Super Netball
+ Appointed to 2022 National Netball Championships
† Appointed to 2022 Australian Netball Championships
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2022 HART SAPPHIRE & RUBY SERIES

HART Sapphire Series Champions –  
ACU Brisbane North Cougars 
HART Sapphire Series Grand Final MVP –  
Keshia Grant, QUT Netball
Katie Walker Medal (Season MVP) –  
Leilani Rohweder, USC Thunder 
LeGassick Hidden Gem Award –  
Hannah Le Sage, QUT Netball
HART Ruby Series Champions –  
Carina Leagues Club Tigers
HART Ruby Series Grand Final MVP –  
Tia Crombie, Carina Leagues Club Tigers
HART Ruby Series MVP –  
Emily Latter, QUT Netball

2022 PACIFIC AUSSPORT  
INVITATIONAL PLAYERS 

Ema Mualuvu (Fiji) – Northern Mendi Rays
Unaisi Rauluni (Fiji) – Northern Mendi Rays
Shannaz Apelis (Papua New Guinea) –  
Brisbane South Wildcats 
Goloa Ovoa (Papua New Guinea) –  
Brisbane South Wildcats
Renee Vaioleti (Tonga) – Brisbane South Wildcats

2022 NISSAN STATE TITLES

16U Champions – Carina Leagues Club Tigers
18U Champions – Gold Coast Titans
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HOME 
OF THE GAME
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The Queensland State Netball Centre (trading as Nissan Arena) commenced its fourth year of operation in 2022 
and the venue continues to grow as an in-demand community asset.

Revenue has increased from $2.62m in 2021 to $2.93m in 2022 while utilisation has increased from 58 per cent 
to 79 per cent in 2022.

Nissan Arena delivered 35 major events in 2022 including seven Queensland Firebirds’ home games and 20 
Brisbane Bullets home games. There were also four major boxing events hosted as well as Harlem Globetrotters and 
cheerleading events.

Community court utilisation reached 79 per cent for the year and the venue achieved record total attendance of 400,880.
There was a total of 36,924 hours of sporting or other activity across the facility.

Community court utilisation reached 79 per cent for the year with a total attendance for 2022 of 400,880.

In a significant development, a new management structure has been established with a QSNC Board 
Sub-Committee providing governance and management oversight on behalf of the Netball Queensland (NQ) Board.

The membership of the QSNC Board Sub-Committee includes: 

• Mike Anderson (Chair), Chief Operating Officer, NQ 

• Kate Davies, Chief Executive Officer, NQ 

• Ian Fullagar, NQ Director 

• Mitch Murphy, NQ Director 

• Blair Conaghan, Independent Member 

• Katie Bickford, Independent Member and, 

• Matt Cielens, Independent Member.

Under the new arrangement NQ and Nissan Arena Management meet monthly with the Queensland State Athletics Centre, 
Stadiums Queensland (SQ) management, with the aim of providing transparent and regular dialogue between SQ and NQ/
Nissan Arena.

Since formation, the Board Sub-Committee has already met on five occasions providing support and guidance on 
the Venue Usage and Booking Policy, 2023 Budget, new business opportunities, Brisbane 2032 and building defects 
and issues.

As per its charter, netball activity remains the primary focus of the venue with netball leading the way in terms of 
utilisation of the venue at 34 per cent.

Volleyball (16 per cent), major events (14 per cent) and basketball (nine per cent) are the other main activities 
commonly held at the venue.

Key community hirers include HART Sapphire Series, Greater Brisbane Netball League, Volleyball Queensland and 
Futsal with the venue operating at capacity on weeknights, while afternoons are also popular with the QAS and schools. 

There is strong demand on weekends and weeknight evenings around major events and key netball activity with regular 
hirers and tenants quick to absorb any availability. Day-time usage, which is relatively low compared to weeknights and 
weekends, remains one of the key opportunities for the venue for growth and a business development plan is being 
formulated in 2023 to address this area in addition to evaluating other growth opportunities. 

NETBALL QUEENSLAND ANNUAL REPORT | 2022

29



PREMIER PARTNER

MEDIA PARTNERS

OUR 
PARTNERS
OUR 
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PARTNERS

FUNDING PARTNERS

OFFICIAL SUPPLIER

RTO #32542
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OUR 
FUTURE
OUR 
2023 – 2025
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OUR  
PURPOSE

OUR  
VISION

We aspire to be the most 
played and supported sport 
in Queensland.

We enrich lives  
through netball.

We will get there with 
initiatives that Grow, Play, 
Inspire & Lead.

OUR  
GAME PLAN
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QLD.NETBALL.COM.AU NETBALLQ NETBALLQUEENSLAND_ NETQLD
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

FIREBIRDS.NET.AU FIREBIRDSQLD FIREBIRDSQLD FIREBIRDSQLD
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.


